and phrases, the decisions of the courts under the common law and since 1914, (quoting from important decisions at considerable length and paraphrasing others), the opinions of writers (of whom there have been several who have discussed the English law on the effects of war on private business, e. g., Baty, Page, Phillipson, Scott and Trotter) and the author's own conclusions. We do not find references to the British Statutory Rules and Orders giving administrative interpretation to many provisions of the British act. The appendix contains the Presidential Order of October 12, i917, the several British proclamations and acts now in force, the Canadian Consolidated Orders of May 2, i916, and the latest Australian and South African acts with their amendments. Tests made in various parts of the book have satisfied the reviewer as to the accuracy of the discussion and as to the correctness of the evaluation of particular judicial decisions in their contributions to a particular doctrine, e. g., contracts of agency, the confiscation of private debts, life insurance contracts, the suspension of the running of statutes of limitation. A comprehensive index completes a work which should prove of inestimable value in the interpretation of the complicated rules of our municipal law relating to intercourse with the enemy and the effect of war on private legal relations. The fundamentals of a large part of the law of personal property are here presented in a simple and direct style. This division of the law, once neglected as being of minor importance, has now greatly developed in order to meet the needs of the modern industrial system. The author, recognizing the spacial limitations of a single-volume treatise, has necessarily omitted much detail. The contents have been chosen with great discretion and the author has succeeded well in his aim to present "principles and not details." He has the faculty of setting forth the essential elements and of recognizing the difficult problems involved. Even with the careful discrimination exercised the restrictions of space could not be entirely overcome, and he has not attempted to treat of gift, sale or bailment. The citation of authorities is by no means complete, and it is not intended that the work shall dispense with the -necessity for further reference on the subject.
In the short chapter on the conflict of laws relating to personal property there is nothing added to the learning on the subject and there is no more clear nor concise statement of principles than can be found in any one of a number of available sources. The very brevity of the chapter would make it of' slight use in the preparation of a case, while as a bibliography it is neither complete nor particularly enlightening. Because of the impossibility of presenting a satisfactory treatment of the conflict of laws in so small a space, it might have been better had the author merely supplied a comprehensive bibliography of this difficult subject.
The classification of personal property into corporeal chattels personal and incorporeal chattels personal, so strongly emphasized, is to be commended; yet were there an analytical discussion of the constituent elements of ownership with a lucid explanation of rights in rein and rights in. personan, the reader would have a more substantial basis for the solution of such subsequent difficulties as the alienability of choses in action and the nature of a corporation shareholder's interest.
